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Canada’s unique opportunity to
lead the future of the internet
Now is the
time, with
Canada’s
leadership
on the global
stage, to
reinforce the
internet’s
bottom-up
development so
it can continue
to innovate
and expand
as humanity’s
promise for
opportunity.
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ur digitally-powered
society continually
reinforces what everyone
now considers a fact of
life: the absolute vitality
of the internet. Imagine running a business,
undertaking a degree
or securing a dream job
without internet access.
Life would be immensely different without the
countless connections
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made online every day.
The internet’s promise, to
connect everyone and unlock untapped opportunity, is what makes it such
a powerful global tool.
However, in recent
years the internet has
also brought with it
some significant policy
challenges. These have
pushed the limits of the
efficacy of traditional
policy-making mechanisms. Nowhere is this
more evident than in
ensuring the internet is
safe and secure. Trust is
crucial to the ongoing
success of the internet,
yet we are witnessing
a growing number of
threats that could impede its development.
However, the complexity of this issue necessitates an approach that
is collaborative, one
that engages the entire
internet community.
Canada offers the
world an example of
where this is already
happening successfully. It
is addressing cybersecurity head-on by working
with the Internet Society
to engage the Canadian
internet community in a
process to develop recommendations to secure

Internet is governed, is
an important one.
In a time when world
governments are looking
to clamp down and have
a more direct role in the
internet’s governance,
oftentimes for legitimate
reasons including privacy and security concerns,
enshrining the free
flow of information, or
furthering commerce, we
must resist this top-down
approach as the strength
of the internet and of
its future. A top-down
model would exacerbate
the Internet’s current
vulnerabilities.
We believe it’s no
longer enough to talk the
talk. The time has come
to walk the walk. The
time has come to expand
this inclusive model of
governance to more places around the world is a
central pillar in achieving
this kind of internet for
all. Canada is seizing this
opportunity by taking
a leadership role – not
only championing the
multistakeholder model
on the global stage, but
implementing it at home
to address the complex
domestic policy challenges the Internet raises.
The cost of inaction
is also great. Refusal to
continue to promote this
bottom-up, people-focused, approach will
magnify the internet’s
existing threats. Now is
the time, with Canada’s
leadership on the global
stage, to reinforce the internet’s bottom-up development so it can continue
to innovate and expand
as humanity’s promise
for opportunity.
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